Liver disease in drug addicts: clinical course-toxicological and clinical pharmacological aspects.
Drug addicts admitted to the hospital had acute hepatitis in 44%, chronic hepatitis in 34%, toxic liver injury in 16%. About 50% of the patients with acute hepatitis were HAA positive. Patients with intravenous drug abuse acquired acute hepatitis after a mean period of 1.8 years. Acute hepatitis in drug addicts shows a prolonged course in the majority of the cases. Biochemically increases in serum bilirubin and transaminase levels are less pronounced as compared to non-addicted persons. 30-35% of the patients develop chronic hepatitis. Speed abuse promotes the tendency to cholestasis in acute episodes of liver disease. A toxic effect of the drug preparations upon the liver cells is assumed. Chronic hepatitis in drug addicts mainly develops from earlier acute hepatitis with prolonged course. In our material, the percentage of chronic hepatitis at present is 47.5%. Besides toxic effects, also repeated infections have to be discussed with regard the etiology and pathogenesis of the disease.